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It’s hard to believe that May 9 marks my first anniversary as pastor of First United Presbyterian Church in Las Vegas, 

NM!   D.R. and I made a quick trip to Denver last weekend to attend the Campus Middle School production of “Pirates 

of Penzance, Jr,” which our daughter Tegan directed in her position as choral director at the school.  We love attending 

these annual musicals and seeing “her kids” do such a great job.  But we were a little anxious this year, having heard the 

weather reports for Saturday and knowing we would be on the road that day.  The drive over Raton Pass was a bit rough, 

but the road conditions farther down the road—between Springer and Watrous—were worse—treacherous, even.  And it 

reminded me of a similar trip we took a year ago. 

 

We drove to Las Vegas on the 30th of April last year—a rather stormy ride all the way.  In our naiveté, we breathed a 

sigh of relief once we were safely over the pass—me in the lead with our cat Charcoal (who, sadly, is no longer with us) 

on the seat next to me and D.R. following in his car.  Then we hit that stretch of road between Springer and Watrous and 

found ourselves in a blizzard.  It was very scary, but we plugged along, following the taillights of a brave car ahead of 

us.  I admit that I wondered if it could be an omen.  Had we, perhaps, made a mistake in making this move? 

 

That was the last time I considered this question.  Being here has felt right since my first day in the office.  That week 

there were a million (OK, maybe six) committee meetings and a session meeting.  There was so much to learn, so much 

to do, so many people to get to know.  It was a bit overwhelming (any new endeavor is), but over and over again God 

has affirmed my commitment to being on this path with all of you.  Your welcome, support, instruction, openness, 

friendship and faith have been God’s voice to me.   

 

And so it is fitting that I reach my first anniversary here during the Easter season in which our theme—Our Road Re-

vealed—encourages all of us to new commitments and new endeavors in our faith walk.  Remember that we are still in 

Easter—that Christ is risen and alive and beckoning us to new life as well! 
 

 
With thanks for all of you, 

Pastor Katie 

Mother’s Day Brunch 

 After church on May 14th, the men of the church will be cooking a meal 

 for the  women of the church.  Plan to stay and enjoy good food (Richard’s 

 in charge so you know it will be good) and loving attention.   
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Worship Tidbits from Pastor Katie  
 

We are in Eastertide—the season between Easter Sunday and Pentecost.  Pentecost, which means “50th day” in ancient 

Greek, falls on the 50th and last day of the Easter season, which is the seventh Sunday after Easter.  (Easter Sunday is 

the 1st day.) 
 
Have you ever noticed that, as the description of Pentecost begins in Acts 2:1, the day is already called Pentecost?  

Think about it.  Christmas wasn’t called Christmas until the early church started calling it that (Christ’s mass); Easter 

wasn’t called Easter until later.  But Pentecost already has a name in the Biblical text.  Why?  Because it’s the Greek 

name for the Jewish Festival of Weeks, or Shavuot, which happens 50 days after Passover.  So the account in Acts took 

place on this Jewish festival day of Shavuot, which is a celebration of the harvest and which also celebrates the giving 

of the Torah on Mount Sinai. 
 
For us, Pentecost marks the sending of the Holy Spirit in tongues of fire to the Apostles; we often think of it as the 

birthday of the Christian church.  We will celebrate Pentecost on June 4 and then move into the long period of Ordinary 

Time in the church calendar.  And, no, that doesn’t mean it’s common time; the term “ordinary” is just a variant of 

“ordinal,” or counted time between Eastertide and Advent. 

 

To D.R. Palmer for coordinating midweek Lenten Taizé services and to musicians EJ Nelson and Mark Gillingham for 

their time and talent at these services.  
 
Thank you to those of you who helped prepare or who participated in the services Holy Week and Easter here at FUPC:   

¶ Jane Warsaw who graciously stepped in and played for Good Friday and Easter services as well as choir rehearsals 

in the absence of Em Krall.  We were so blessed to have Jane share her talents with us. 

¶ Members of the Worship and Music Committee, whose members prepared the sanctuary for both Good Friday and 

Easter morning services 

¶ Linda Solyntjes for preparing multiple bulletins and visuals 

¶ Karyl Lyne and Chancel Choir members who provided beautiful choir music on both Good Friday and Easter 

morning 

¶ Judy Long for coordination and display of Easter lilies 

¶ Vocalists Christie Baskett, D.R. Palmer, and Claire Weinstein 

¶ Poetry readers and dramatists Carole Gonyor (from the United Methodist Church), Patrick Rucker and Karyl Lyne 

¶ Worship Leaders Siobhan Croto, Peter Linder, Beth Urech 

¶ Members of the Community Life Committee for organizing the fabulous Easter breakfast  

and THANK YOU! to all who made Holy Week and Easter so meaningful.  I’ve heard from several people that one or 

more of these services touched them deeply.  I am grateful to Mother Madelynn Johnston of St. Paul’s Peace and to 

Pastor Rosemary Pierson of First United Methodist for making Holy Week a time of ecumenism as we shared leader-

ship of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. 
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                                                Clerk’s Corner  

                           

Celebration of Gifts 

Thank you, Rudy and Richard!  Rudy Laumbach was installed as a new Elder in March and has agreed to serve as our 

church Treasurer through his term of service (Class of 2018).  Rudy will do monthly financial reports for Session meet-

ings and work with committee chairs to manage their budgets. Richard Lindeborg, Chair of Interpretation and Support, 

will continue to coordinate transitional financial team issues in terms of reconciling and managing our financial re-

cords, overseeing logistics of software, and exploring what we can reasonably outsource.  

Thanks to New Horizons Director Janette Bain for her leadership, passion, and commitment to children, her staff, and 

working with our New Horizons committee members.  

Sessionôs ñI wishò List 

At our Session retreat in January, Session members came up with a long list of personal wishes for our church. In 

March, we reviewed items from our “I wish” list and came up with several things that could be implemented fairly eas-

ily and these were assigned to committees to explore:   

Redo New Horizons hall bathroom: Assigned to Buildings and Grounds.  Building and Grounds is working on 

painting the playground this month and will explore options for bathrooms. 

Use the courtyard/memorial garden:  Assigned to Community Life--look for changes to our Fellowship time this 

month! 

Session members check email daily for “breaking news” updates: Session members agreed that we will check email 

more frequently and at least for the past month we have been doing just that! 

Put recycling bins in the Fellowship Hall and also Narthex to capture bulletins: Assigned to B&G to explore logis-

tics. 

Session Activities 

Samaritan House is losing the office space that they have used for the last 15 years in early May.  We explored 

ways that we can support the continued mission of the Samaritan House.  In addition to holding them in prayer, 

we agreed that we are willing to help in other ways as needed.   

Session approved the return of all extra income in 2017 from New Horizons back to their checking account.  

Session approved to set the number of Elders for 2017-2018 year at nine (9) to cover all the committees. Judy 

Long, Christie Baskett, and Carol Linder are willing to continue to serve another term. This will mean that the 

Nominating Committee will nominate two new elders. 

Upcoming Events and Meetings  

¶ Stated Session meeting: Tuesday, May 23 

¶ Upcoming Presbytery meeting: June 24, 2017 

¶ Upcoming Triennial visit from the Santa Fe Presbytery Committee on Ministry:  July 18. 2017 

¶ Building and Grounds New Horizons work day: May 13th, 2017   

SAVE THE DATE: Community Life is planning a one-day Church Retreat for September 30, 2017, at  Bishop’s 

Ridge Stony Camp  form 9 – 7 pm with an option for an overnight stay if people choose.  
 

Carol Linder, Clerk of Session 

In July of 1955, the members of the (then) First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas worshipped with the 

congregation of the Las Vegas' Spanish Presbyterian Church while the First Church’s minister was on 

vacation.  For the first two weeks, worship was at the church in West Las Vegas, and for the last two 

weeks worship was at the church in East Las Vegas.  This was the beginning of close cooperation be-

tween the two congregations which was to result five years later in their complete merger.   

              Preparing the Way by J. A. Schufle  
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Financial Software Provides Cyber Support for Most Parts of a Treasurer’s Job 

                                         (part two of a series of articles on the duties of a treasurer) 

For better or worse, the powers that be in our church moved us out of the world of manual financial re-

cordkeeping and into the cyber world several years ago. 

We may have moved that direction more quickly than many of the church members whose donations support God’s 

work in our community or those who receive payments in support of their role in that work.  The collection plate is filled 

with hand-written checks, and the outgoing mail is filled with paper checks as well.  

We all know that the income and wealth gaps between the rich and the poor have been increasing, but it seems the gap 

between cyber finance and paper finance has also been increasing.  If a modern church treasurer is not fluent in financial 

software, he or she has to work through professionals to get the job done – a lesson with which our church leaders are 

grappling. 

Last month’s article on the duties of a church treasurer dealt with the parts of the job that a treasurer can do without rely-

ing on financial software -- interpreting monthly financial statements, preparing an annual report, training others in pro-

cedures and correcting errors.  These tasks are roughly one third of the job. 

This month’s article deals with the jobs we rely on financial software to get done. 

The software we use is called Church Windows.  The company provides the software, technical support and many forms 

of training.  They either have or lack a sense of humor, depending on your perspective. 

Here is how they describe themselves:  “Church Windows software provides an easy [see, there’s the humor] way to 

track the church congregation, its happenings and its giving. Trusted since last century [meaning the 20th century] by 

thousands of churches, Church Windows efficiently handles the church receipts and disbursements, its budget and its 

employee payroll [we use a separate payroll company].” 

Church Windows modules 

Track member pledging and giving, create reports that summarize giving, and transfer donations to the accounts that take 

up the church’s budget. 

Track income and expenses and produce a variety of reports, including monthly treasurer’s reports and balance sheets. 

Generate payroll checks and reports and fill out tax forms based on employee compensation, deductions and allowances 

– This function has been deemed a bit tricky for amateurs, so we use a payroll service. 

Linda Solyntjes is our resident Church Windows expert and can make the modules do their thing.  For the treasurer 

who wants a more hands-on experience, Church Windows provides web training, individual customized training, 

downloadable & preprinted training Workbooks, recorded webinars and free online webinars.  Linda has taken some of 

this training and also relies on phone and email advice from the company. 

If the job of treasurer is starting to fascinate you, talk with Richard Lindeborg or Linda Solyntjes. 

 

Put it on your calendars, mark it in red, circle it and plan around the date.   We are having a 

day-long "all church retreat"   SEPTEMBER 30th,  from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Bishop’s 

Ridge, Stoney Camp in Santa Fe.   It’s off Old Santa Fe Trail Road, a beautiful location and 

lovely facility.   

 

Everyone is invited and it will be a wonderful day of fellowship and fun, food, learning. 

planning and lots of good stuff.    There are both bunk bed and bedroom facilities avail-

able for those who might want to stay overnight.    

More details to come.   Questions?  Talk to a Community Life Committee member. 
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Getting to Know Karlene Martinez 

By Sharon Vander Meer 

 

As the daughter of Verne and Albert Gonzales, Karlene Martinez grew up attending the 

First United Presbyterian Church. She is a well-known face in the church family. 
 
Karlene is a cowgirl at heart and a gifted artist. She is married to John, and is the proud 

mom of Jolene. 
 

Karlene received her teaching certification and degree in education from New Mexico Highlands University and a degree 

in graphic design from Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, with a minor in psychology. 
 
She describes herself as outgoing but enjoys her solitude. “I very much appreciate my solitude in nature.” Her focus is on 

family and friends. 
 
She has lived in El Rancho near Pojoaque but has made her home in Las Vegas for many years. Currently she teaches art 

at Robertson High School. 
 
Karlene said she grew up on the family ranch and was encouraged by her dad to follow her dreams. “I never really knew 

what I wanted to be when I grew up, but I always loved art. Education seemed to a good field to get into since my dad 

was an educator.” 
 
Karlene’s busy schedule keeps her on the go. She appreciates FUPC because of its welcoming atmosphere. 
 
Her best times are when she is with family and friends and “hanging out with animals.” 
 
She said she enjoys being around high school kids. “My job as an art teacher at Robertson is a good fit for me.” 
 
Karlene said she is most proud of her daughter Jolene, “Because she is awesome!” “I loved my parents and still miss 

them,” she said. “I appreciate what this church meant to them. I value family and nature, and the privilege of living in the 

United States.” 

             Plans Workshops 
  

The Conversation Project (http://theconversationproject.org/about) is a national non-profit organization, founded by au-

thor and columnist Ellen Goodman, dedicated to helping people talk about their wishes for end-of-life care.  In May, the 

New Mexico chapter (http://conversationprojectnewmexico.org)   is holding two forums on sequential days - the first for 

members and professionals in New Mexico faith communities, followed the next evening by a program for the general 

public. 
  
The faith community workshop on Tuesday, May 9th will be held from 8:30-11:30 at Shepherd of the Valley Presbyte-

rian Church, 1801 Montano Rd. NW.  It will be a time for faith leaders and professionals to explore resources, to share 

experiences, and to develop strategies for encouraging members of their faith communities to "have the conversation" 

about their health care wishes and quality of life values, especially in times of serious illness.  PDF Flyer for this event. 
  
On Wednesday evening, May 10th, again at Shepherd of the Valley, there will be a presentation for the general public 

discussing potential issues.  From 5:30-6:00 there will be an opportunity to explore health care values resources in the 

church's gathering space.  Rev. Rosemary Lloyd will present "Having the Conversation: Why it Matters" from 6 to 7 

p.m.  That program will include various New Mexicans sharing their own personal stories about health care values.  

From 7 to 8 p.m., attendees can visit with local professionals about advance directives, legal issues, conversations with 

one's health care provider, hospice and palliative care, assisted living and long term care, among other topics.    PDF 

Flyer for this event. 
  
The programs are fully funded by the Conversation Project.  Contact joanmgibson72@gmail.com for more information. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vjeuSkYwQEddjZR0nWGa1X1r4at4JWig8icKc1n04s_qTgTmynjMufpPPhyashyng-yJzq7JW2aC9Qka_n30tKeJvPmJb_aazSSeAqnAW6d_jFlpVB7t9EcUDoz9vBCtJmxvZk5pf2HWE0xaYDsMbjvTjZaK8u92VdwlWJKWPz9x0DzmJOrAjV7QnXrWydes&c=Lncv6JTe6v4E1-SdOPHOI4wguCWkD5IhJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vjeuSkYwQEddjZR0nWGa1X1r4at4JWig8icKc1n04s_qTgTmynjMufpPPhyashynpzS7kH9Io-hSHJ5VlG9QWfJNxfAhXO6IwLi-sdCS76gn6gBdnJArt_mxkf-6vwK6-pP10duPqc-o6fBdeVCzHpQPKIBl5D1vgpoxd7DI43vfMHLm7jEvGvMsLbQRumjl&c=Lncv6JTe6v4E1-SdOPHOI4wguCWkD5IhJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vjeuSkYwQEddjZR0nWGa1X1r4at4JWig8icKc1n04s_qTgTmynjMufpPPhyashyn9kgtBdKxz3d3i2SkbY58Vvj62u0mpgZUsjOL4qf8ZrCJHUYNl1OT5OLxEjX1dbcIWQgbVvIcjDmiu5LlGnro4X3VqtUWKtiwZmePp2SjCAaV9CmaUaoUUNaC_HhqWe58WvWaq2fzPgnfFv4-QVNPws4jddBxvYvovM_b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vjeuSkYwQEddjZR0nWGa1X1r4at4JWig8icKc1n04s_qTgTmynjMufpPPhyashynn2cJATak7KbTLYIb12NhSoat3uaOVFyI65ZU5Nd-kvryVz_4c4kB4f-GUCBZqJY-ZoJ9D_64Fn52FNnugBtKpLc-dvzbiLexJRdVDFAcTCDAd9do8iW8wF8sUCffJSW45F8V3qnJ3kB_c-aODx8xyZ_eymhRC8A5E3IA
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vjeuSkYwQEddjZR0nWGa1X1r4at4JWig8icKc1n04s_qTgTmynjMufpPPhyashynn2cJATak7KbTLYIb12NhSoat3uaOVFyI65ZU5Nd-kvryVz_4c4kB4f-GUCBZqJY-ZoJ9D_64Fn52FNnugBtKpLc-dvzbiLexJRdVDFAcTCDAd9do8iW8wF8sUCffJSW45F8V3qnJ3kB_c-aODx8xyZ_eymhRC8A5E3IA
mailto:joanmgibson72@gmail.com
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Sunday Schedule 

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast 

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study 

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship   

Fellowship Hour following the worship service 

First United Presbyterian Church M AY 2017  

      

 

 

Samaritan House Food Donations 

                              For MAY 

 
          RICE and BEANS 

May Birthdays 

4th Gene Solyntjes 
8th Joyce Litherland 
10  Molly Salman 
12 Bud Geng 
 Mack Salman 
20  Robin Carlson 
26 Susan Apodaca 

       Study of the Three Abrahamic Faiths Continues through May into June   

Who would have guessed that President Donald J. Trump’s first overseas trip would be to Saudi Arabia, Israel and 

Italy, centers to the three Abrahamic faiths – Islam, Judaism and (for Roman Catholics, at least) Christianity.   The trip 

has been portrayed by the President’s advisors as a step toward what the New York Times termed “a powerful coalition 

against the forces of intolerance.” 

Our congregation is ahead of the curve, as our Sunday morning class for adults and youth approaches the midpoint 

of its study of Christianity, following up on recent studies of Judaism and Islam.  In another effort to promote toler-

ance, our Mission and Peacemaking Committee has placed a banner at our entrance welcoming immigrants from the 

Spanish- and Arabic-speaking countries to be our neighbors.  The three languages on the banner stand in for the 

tongues of any immigrants arriving at our door. 

The next session of the Christianity class series will be on May 21, a week after Mother’s Day.  The discussion will 

center on Chapter 3 of the book Christianity: A very Short introduction by Linda Woodhead.  The author explains how 

a fringe movement from a small country under imperial occupation turned by the 19th century into the world’s largest 

religion. 

After a break for Memorial Day weekend, the class will resume on June 4 and June 11 with discussions of what the 

author calls Church Christianity, Bible Christianity, Monastic Christianity and Mystical Christianity.  This way of clas-

sifying Christian beliefs and forms of worship is quite different than we are used to and may challenge our view of our 

own church.  Looking dispassionately at our own religion feels a bit different than looking dispassionately at the vari-

ous forms of Judaism and Islam. 

The class ends on June 18, with a discussion of Christianity in the modern world.  The 20th century has seen Christi-

anity weather hard times in the communist world, strong support in the English-speaking world, and revival and growth 

in Latin America, Africa, and Asia – shifting its numerical center of gravity to the south.  

Books are available for $10.00 from Richard Lindeborg.  Breakfast is available on Sundays when there is class, at 

8:30 through May and at 9:00 in June.  Childcare is available both during class sessions and the 10:30 worship service. 

http://www.lvpresbyterian.org/
mailto:fupc.nm@gmail.com

