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As I write this, our Pentecost celebration (about which I’m very excited) is just a few days away.  I’m thinking about 

making sure we have the making of a great birthday party for the church—one we’ll all enjoy and maybe tell our friends 

about. 
 
But I’m also thinking ahead to summer worship, thinking about how to hold onto that Pentecost Spirit as we gather for 

worship in the coming months.  
 
I’ll be doing a short sermon series from the Psalms.  So often, we use the Psalms in our calls to worship or as 

“secondary” readings, but don’t focus on them as the main event in our worship services.  So get ready for some 

“Sabbath with the Psalms” over the next few weeks. 
 
Another way we’ll be honoring the Spirit, which calls us to be one, is through some ecumenical worship with our friends 

at the corner of 8th and National.  We’ll begin that ecumenical sharing this month at our worship service on June 18 

when members of St. Paul’s Peace will worship with us here at FUPC and Rev. Madelynn Johnston, pastor at St. Paul’s, 

will deliver the Word.  In July, we’ll set aside a day to worship at St. Paul’s, where I will preach.  Keep your eye out for 

more ways we’ll enjoy the company of our brothers and sisters from other denominational traditions.  
 
On a completely different note, I wanted to share with you a bit about my trip to the Festival of Homiletics last month in 

San Antonio.  “Homiletics” is a fancy word for preaching and, yes, pastors really do attend such festivals.  This year, at 

this now-25-year-old conference, about 1800 pastors from all over the world gathered to worship together (eight worship 

services in five days) and to hear lectures by some of the country’s foremost theologians and preachers. 
 
For those of you who participated in our Lenten study based on Walter Brueggemann’s book, I got to hear Brueggemann 

preach and lecture.  As a friend said after the lecture, “That alone was worth the registration fee.”  Brueggemann’s is a 

brilliant, compassionate, prophetic voice (in my humble opinion…but many share that opinion). 
 
I have also heard some of you mention having read Barbara Brown Taylor’s book An Altar in the World, a book which I 

love and which I’ve taught before.  If you haven’t read it, I’d recommend it.  And if a lot of you haven’t read it, let’s read 

it together!  Another one of her books I’d highly recommend is her memoir Leaving Church.  But I digress.  Taylor also 

both preached and lectured.    She is smart and funny, and used her lecture, “How My Mind Has Changed,” to talk to us 

preachers about what rules she’s established for preaching over her long preaching career.  She then broke all of those 

rules in her sermon (which she’d warned us in the lecture she would do).  This might be one of those “you had to be 

there” bits of information, but trust me; she was good. 
 
There were many other names big in preaching circles at the conference.  Some you’ve heard me mention in sermons—

people like Karoline Lewis, David Lose, and Nadia Bolz-Weber.  Others you may know from the media—Rob Bell, 

Brian McLaren. 
 
Plus, I got to spend time with friends from my former presbytery (who, like me, are now in new presbyteries), eat good 

food on the River Walk, and visit with my niece, who drove up from Austin one evening for dinner. 
 
I have ordered both Brueggemann’s and Taylor’s sermons and lectures on CD; perhaps we can listen to them together 

sometime. 
 
With thanks for all of you, 

Pastor Katie 
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Worship Tidbits from Pastor Katie  

 
 
 
Last month in this portion of the newsletter, I wrote, “We will celebrate Pentecost on June 4 and then move into the long 
period of Ordinary Time in the church calendar. And, no, that doesn’t mean it’s common time; the term “ordinary” is 
just a variant of “ordinal,” or counted time between Eastertide and Advent.”  Well, by the time you read this, we will 
have celebrated Pentecost with a big “Happy Birthday, Church!” party and will be in what has commonly been that long 
stretch of Ordinary Time.  But wait!  There’s a twist in the plot!   
 
Whereas I used to see this period of time between Pentecost and Advent consistently labeled “Ordinary Time,” I am 
more and more often seeing it called by numbered Sundays “after Pentecost.”  Depending on when Easter falls, this time 
can stretch from 23 to 28 Sundays.  This year it’s 25.  However many Sundays we see after Pentecost, it’s a much better 
way to refer to this stretch of time, don’t you think?  After all, we in the church know the Spirit is active in our lives.  
And so, before turning to the usual liturgical color of green for this long stretch, I always hang onto that Pentecost ban-
ner for a few weeks, lest we begin to think that “Spirit Time” is just a single Sunday!  
 

Speaking of Pentecost… 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in making Pentecost worship and our birthday party so joyful.   

Special thanks to: 

 Foreign language readers: 

 Murl Baker (French), Rudy Laumbach (Spanish), Gail Malley (Arabic), and Art Trujillo (German) 

 “Happy Birthday, Church” drama participants: Jim Croto, Rudy Laumbach, Richard Lindeborg, Karyl Lyne, Mary 

Schipper, Linda Solyntjes, and Beth Urech 

 Musicians Em Krall and D.R. Palmer 

 Worship and Music Committee members for making the sanctuary look beautiful and for providing props for our 

drama 

 Community Life Committee members for the festive fellowship atmosphere and yummy treats!   

            What's the Difference, Anyway? -- Exploring Christian Denominations  

 

In a congregation where many members come from denominations other than Presbyterianism, people often mention 

practices and beliefs from their birth church or the church of their recent past.  Sometimes these comments come as a 

revelation to those of us who come from still other faith traditions.  Our own experiences may leave us asking, "What's 

the difference, anyway?"  
 
July and August will give us the chance to explore several Christian denominations, led by those with first-hand ex-

perience in those denominations.  Whether you or your family were Baptists, Catholics, Episcopalians, Friends, Lu-

therans, Mennonites, Methodists, Presbyterians, or something else, our next series of Sunday morning classes may 

clear up some of the questions about how different denominations approach their beliefs and practices of Christianity. 
 
Each class session (from June 25 through August 27) will be devoted to a different Christian denomination and led by 

a member of our church or our community familiar with that sect.  Members will also study each denomination from a 

text covering all of the main denominations of our faith.  Pastor Katie Palmer and Richard Lindeborg have chosen The 

Complete Guide to Christian Denominations: Understanding the History, Beliefs, and Differences by Ron Rhodes. 

They are also in the process of recruiting discussion leaders for each session, with the faith history of the leaders deter-

mining the particular denominations to be discussed.  As you can see, this class series is very much a work in progress. 
 
Please join us in the session room at 9:30 on Sunday morning, June 25, for the first class.    Watch for an announce-

ment of the availability of the text and which chapter to read for the first session.  Breakfast will be served at 8:30 each 

week, and child care will be available. There will be no class or breakfast on July 2.       
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Father’s Day Brunch   

Celebrate the men of the church! 

All men of the church are invited to lunch cooked by the women of the 

church on Sunday June 18 after worship.   A taco bar fiesta!!!  

  Come one come all.    

  All-church Potluck Picnic  

  Saturday, July 22  

  Location and time to be announced…………. 

Put it on your calendars, mark it in red, circle it and plan around 

the date.   We are having a day-long "all church retreat"    

OCTOBER 14 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Bishop’s Ridge Stoney 

Camp in Santa Fe.   It’s off Old Santa Fe Trail Road and is a 

beautiful location and lovely facility.   

Everyone is invited and it will be a wonderful day of fellowship and fun, food, learning. 

planning and lots of good stuff.    There are both bunk bed and bedroom facilities avail-

able for those who might want to stay overnight.    

More details to come.   Questions?  Talk to a Community Life Committee member. 

 

                                 Congregational Meeting June 25th 

 

Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 25  

after the worship service 

Agenda - Election of Elders and Deacons for 2017-2018 

 

Congratulations!  to Samaritan House on their recent move.   

Samaritan House’s administrative offices and food distribution center have moved to new digs at  

1000 Mills Avenue.  When the shelter opens for overnight lodging in the fall, it will open at this 

same address.  We know the good work Samaritan House does will continue in their new home. 

The Shack 

We will be showing “The Shack” on Sunday June 25 at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall  with pizza 

and snacks to follow while we discuss the movie.   

Come if you haven’t seen it or if you want to see it again and share your views with others.    
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Jan Beurskens and her husband Frank have blended families that include five children with spouses, 

and ten grandchildren who range in age from six months to 17 years. “Our children live in or near 

Boulder, CO, Charlotte, NC, Phoenix, AZ, and Brooklyn, NY. We have widespread places to visit.” 
 
Jan has undergraduate and graduate degrees from Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. Her degrees are 

in Nutrition and Food Science with a Masters in Teaching. “I taught home economics in secondary schools and nu-

trition at university level, then entered the business world of food.” She was involved in marketing and sales and 

food product development for a variety of food companies. Her last career move was starting a business with Frank. 

“Named ShoptoCook Inc., a technology company that provides digital solutions for supermarket owners. It is de-

signed to help them connect with their shoppers – via the web, phones, and in store kiosks,” she said. 
 
Jan grew up and lived in Buffalo, NY, all her life except for university days. “I grew up in a suburb of Buffalo and 

raised my family in a suburb. When Frank moved to Buffalo we bought an older home in the city of Buffalo and had 

an entirely different living experience – much more diverse in culture and the arts.” 
 
Jan was influenced by her high school guidance counselor to pursue a career in home economics and teaching. “I 

loved the sciences – Biology, Chemistry, and Math. I also loved food, so when the School of Home Economics at 

Cornell was introduced to me, it seemed like a natural route.” 
 
In her previous church service Jan was on Vestry, taught Sunday school, headed up committees on outreach, and 

sang in church choirs. She has joined the FUPC choir and said she enjoys the singing and the camaraderie of the 

group in rehearsals. “And of course the talented leadership of Karyl Lyne!” 
 
For fun Jan says she likes to cook, garden, read, visit all family members – especially spending time with the grand-

children – and going back to Buffalo to a family summer home on Lake Erie. 
 
Jan said she has many books that marked important turning points in her life – primarily non-fiction. “The books 

seemed to open up new vistas in how I looked at the world and myself.” 
 
When asked what she would like people to know about her, she said, “As a Pisces (astrological sign of two fish 

swimming in opposite directions), I live in two worlds that often seem at odds with one another, yet are somehow 

connected.” 
 
In her life and in her career Jan has been a willing worker. That hasn’t changed with her move to Las Vegas. “Part of 

the joy of moving to a new place is being open to what the town, place, people ask of you. As a newcomer, I am en-

joying getting to learn about Las Vegas and how we might serve.” 
 
Jan said she never had entertained the thought of moving to the Southwest, especially to New Mexico. “Nor had I 

envisioned we would be fixing up old rock houses, going to a neighborhood Presbyterian church, meeting wonderful 

new folks, being totally taken with Northern New Mexican cuisine, and being smitten with the beauty of this area. 

The thought of moving was not in my mind three years ago  - that is how much of a change the path of our journey 

took.” 
 
She is proud of her children and grandchildren. “How totally unique and individual each one is! And I am most 

proud of Frank, his talent to imagine, build, and create.” 
 
Jan and Frank have found a home in Las Vegas and at FUPC. “The church has wonderful fellowship and a mission 

to serve,” Jan said. “This town is a gift, and I am grateful for its presence in our life.” 

Getting to Know Jan Beurskens 
By Sharon Vander Meer 
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Frank Beurskens’ parents and two older brothers moved to the US in December 1949 from Venlo, 

Netherlands, a border town in the Southeast region of the country that was heavily damaged during 

the war. “I was born nine months later,” he said. The family settled in central Illinois where a distant 

relative lived who sponsored them to the US. 

Frank graduated with a Bachelor degree in Business, and attended graduate school in Jungian psy-

chology. Prior to moving to Las Vegas, he lived in Buffalo, NY, since 2001 and before that, in Illinois with a brief time 

spent in Mississippi, Georgia, and Iowa. 
 
His career has been largely in organizational leadership, which included an agricultural cooperative, co-founding a 

trading company, consulting, and a technology company co-founded with his wife, Jan. 
 
Frank grew up in a small Central Illinois town, which was very simple and fun as a kid. “It had a muddy river running 

through it, a small golf course, and no stop lights,” he said “It had a small theatre where I worked for 50 cents an hour 

running the old style projector. I got to see lots of movies, over and over. I always felt my mother never adjusted to life 

in this small town after immigrating. My parents often spoke Dutch at home when we were kids, so most of the (Dutch) 

words I know were ‘reprimands’ given to bad little boys. In a small town, after WWII, we had to become ‘Americans’ 

and repressed our European heritage.” 
 
A combination of sheer stubbornness, not handling authority well, and a love for problem solving lead Frank to running 

small entrepreneurial businesses. “I don’t think I pursued the path; the path pursued me.” 
 
Frank said he likes to make things, big and small. “Renovating our house is fun, working with wood is fun (more as an 

artist than a craftsman), and working with pottery at times, too. Aside from ‘making,’ I enjoy reading and researching, 

particularly related to Jungian oriented works. 
 
Memories, Dreams and Reflections by CG Jung, is among his favorite books. “It was my first in-depth exploration into 

Jungian thought, which has influenced the way I interpret the world. 
 
“I love problem solving in the creative sense. As Teddy Roosevelt once said, ‘Doing what you can, with what you 

have, where you are’.” 
 
Frank said he never knew what he wanted to do, “And I still don’t. Life is a constant exploration responding to what 

emerges. I struggle with the concept of goal setting, establishing a plan, then following that plan; it seems a bit arrogant 

to assume in something as complex as nature, that humans can establish order upon it.” 
 
He is most proud of his two loving adult children and their families. “And I have been blessed with the ability to help 

support dozens of families through the creation of sustainable jobs that result from taking ideas and turning them into 

businesses. It has taken a long time to finally be willing to use the term artist as a description of who I am – not in the 

traditional sense but in the sense that creativity creates something from nothing.” 
 
Of First United Presbyterian he said he most likes the feeling of love that permeates. “Here there is a spirit of accep-

tance, giving, sharing.” 

Getting to Know Frank Beurskens 
By Sharon Vander Meer 



PAGE 6 JUNE 2017  

1000 Douglas Avenue 

Las Vegas NM 87701 

505-425-7763 

Website: www.lvpresbyterian.org 

Facebook: Las Vegas First United Presbyterian (NM) 

Email:fupc.nm@gmail.com 

Sunday Schedule** 

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast 

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study 

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship   

Fellowship Hour following the worship service 

First United Presbyterian Church 

      

 

 

Samaritan House Food Donations 

                              For JUNE 

 
          FLOUR and SUGAR 

June Birthdays 

8th Patrick Rucker 

10th Rosalie Lopez 

15th Charlie Linder 

16th Rudy Laumbach 

18th    Bonnie Trujillo 

19th    Alnita Baker 

25th     Sean Croto 

29th     Ken Litherland 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep and Wide 

A Contemplative Service at the Old Town Mission 
 

Come take a rest with us, reconnect and recharge.  

We will gather to check in with each other and spend time with meditative Taizé songs, readings, and silence. 
 

5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. on second and fourth Tuesdays at the Old Town Mission. 

This is an ecumenical gathering open to all, sponsored by FUPC. 
 

Questions? Call D.R. Palmer 303-775-7259  

**Communion Notes  

From June 11th through September, Communion will be offered on the first and third Sundays of each 

month.  We do not celebrate Communion on the fifth Sunday of a month due to the addition of the Healing 

Liturgy to the service. 

http://www.lvpresbyterian.org/
mailto:fupc.nm@gmail.com

