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Pastorods Ponder i ngRECEMBER 2017

The last week of November already? How did that happen? The season of Advent begins on December 3, even if
wedbre getting different signals from the weather. [

This Advent will take us into familiar stories from the Hebrew Bible (our Old Testament). As we journey with Shad-

rach, Meshach, Abednego, Ezekiel, and I saiah, we wil
one of us. You might better know this idea in Bibl:i
among us. 0 Actually, a more |iteral translation of
among us. o0 What a vivid i mage! Right in the middl ¢

built a fire, and lit a lantern, then sat back to listen to the breeze rustle through the trees. Not on a hill far away, or at
the luxury resort down the road, but right smack in the middle of where we live.

During this season, weol | be exploring how each of 1
with Godds Word. I invite you to pay close attenti
be mixing it up a bit), and to the images on which
ine yourself in a campground in which Godds Word | i)

I encourage you to think over the next few weeks about that image. What does it mean to you that God pitched a tent
among us? That God sent Jesus, whose birth we await during this season, to live with us? How might this wonderful
imaged the Word become flesh and pitching a tent among usd help you think more deeply about your relationship
with Christ and with Godés peopl e?

With thanks for all of you,
Pastor Katie

A gqui c k h e aAlftdr two wegksdnePhoeni&, during which time | had five days of twice-daily radiation

treat ment s, Il &m happy to be back home! I owi || me et
but all indications are that my further treatment will be oral medication to suppress the hormones on which my par-

ticular cancer fed. It looks like I will not have to do any chemotherapy.

Thanks to all of you who have held me in prayer. Please keep the prayers comingd for all of those who deal with can-
cer and other serious disease.

Christmas Eve Services

Sunday, December 24

10:30 a.m. - Morning Worship
5:00 p.m.- Lessons & Carols
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Time to Celebrate our Congregational Christmas Spirit

Saturday December 9 at 11:30 am at Char|l
Dutch treat lunch, fun, fellowship and door prizes. Hope to see you there.

ﬁ Adult and Youth Advent Class
%}W Join Pastor Katie for an Advent Bible study on Sunday mornings from December 3 i

BrELE sTueY December 24 at 9:30 a.m. Since our Advent worship services will draw on the non-
traditional readings from the Narrative Lectionary, this class will give us a chance to

look more closely at the traditional readings fromthe CommonL ect i onar y. Each week, we
traditional readings through a particular study technique, sharing questions and insights. If you come, bring your Bi-
ble (although i f you dondt, we just might be able tc

closely for what Scripture might be saying to you.

Worship

arper

i Welcoming
ram;;ngllovjV:"‘i',s,!;-i-an Asset Mapping Gathering Postponed!
Eggg},}{}eriéli‘t I n last monthoés newsletter, we publish
Lea:g?‘c‘gmg opportunity for those of you who were unable to participate in the exercise at the

October retreat. What were we thinking? With the million activities that Advent
bringsd including decorating the church, a Chili cook-off, and a Christmas luncheon, not to mention com-
munity eventsd adding one more activity is not a good idea! But rest assured that we will schedule this
for early in the new year. Keep an eye out for more details.

I S Our Budget Meeting - 7:00 a.m. - December 14
Church The church budget meeting will give us the chance to develop our story for 2018. Please

#comeit he meeting is at the Hillcrest Restaur

&| (where we had the Enchilada Dinner). Breakfast is provided.
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Preshytery Presbytery of Santa Fe Meeting October 21 & 22,2017 Ghost Ranch

o Santa Fe

AOur Story: Listening for Godds Word

The Presbytery of Santa Fe Fall Meeting continued the practice of intertwining worship and business, inviting all of us to
respond to reports and business items with AFor the
blessed to have David Poole, longtime music director at Le Mesa Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque, lead the singing

using paperless music techniques to teach the words, music and parts. David was one of the instructors for the Paperless
Music Workshop held in June in Albuquerque.

The program for the meeting was storytelling. The Themed The church is changing, which is both exciting and incredi-
bly scary to our members, old and young. Scripture encourages us, at times like this, to listen, both to one another and to
the voice of Goddés Spirit. Our time together during
wisdom of Godbés Word among us through respectful att

In three sessions we gathered in groups of 5 or 6 to share stories responding to the following prompts: 1) When have you
recently changed your mind? What or who led you to make that change? OR have you recently reexamined a belief you
have held for a Il ong time? What voices helped you t
voice calling you to do something perhaps outside your comfort zone. 3) Describe a vision of the authentic church of the
futured what does it look like and what is your part in it? During each story we were to listen, not question, comment or
interrupt. We were to remain quiet after the story for 30 1 60 seconds to let the story sink in. | found this exercise to be

VERY effective because we truly listened to each other.

We met the five YAVs (Young Adult VVolunteers) who have come to Albuquerque for the year to experience the diver-
sity of New Mexico and to serve in service agencies in Albuquerque. They are Bethany Przybocki, 22, from WV; Taylor
Garrett, 22, from Penn.; Claire Lewis, 22, from TX; Ana Miller, 19, from WI; and Audrey Taylor, 22, from OR. Each of
the YAVs has felt called to serve God and the church, and to discern what further calling there may be for them as they
consider career paths. We hope to have the YAVs and Luke Rembold, the YAV Coordinator, visit FUPC in the spring.

We heard a presentation from Laurie Kraus, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Director, who shared how PDA helps vic-
tims of disasters here and around the world. We also heard from Mission Co-Workers Al and Ellen Smith who serve in
Russia and Eastern Europe.

A report was made on the Mission In the North (MITN), a project of the Presbytery of Santa Fe, administered through

the Jicarita Cluster of Churches and managed by an ecumenical Steering Group that includes members of six Cluster
congregations of the Presbyterian Church, Roman Catholics and Methodists, and a liaison appointed by the Presbytery

Council. The project was funded by the mortgage payments on the former Embudo Hospital. Grants were made to pro-
jects sponsored by community and religious groups i
health related issues, community organization, and efforts to support and strengthen children, youth and families. Be-

tween 4/25/1998 and 11/15/20186, the project gave away $386,314.68 in small grants. Members of FUPC have served in

the work of this group. A job well done!

Bryan Beck from Shepherd of the Valley in Albuquerque was installed as the new moderator; and the Committee on the
150" Anniversary Celebration of the Presbytery of Santa Fe invited everyone to save the dates of Thursday, Oct. 18,
2018 for Dinner and a Speaker at First Presbyterian Church, Albuquerque; and Saturday, Oct. 20, for Lunch and Speaker
at the Presbytery Meeting at Ghost Ranch.

Karyl Lyne
FUPC Presbytery Commissioner



DECEMBER2017 PAGE 4

The . . . .

WORSHIP Worship Tidbits from Pastor Katie

of

‘GOD Did you know? The observance of Advent goes back to the very early church (no one knows exactly

when it began) and was originally marked by f as

been some changes since then. I dondét think 1 6ve e\
has been involved! Just the opposite, in fact, as we often feast our way from Thanksgiving through Christmas.
Advent, which is from a Latin word for Acomi ng, 0 is
Christian traditions, this coming is understood in various waysd a remembering of the coming of Jesus into the world,
an acknowledgement of God coming into our hearts, atl

Advent has been around for so long that the traditions surrounding it come from all over. The Advent wreath, for in-
stance, began as a German custom. The liturgical color of Advent in some churches is violet or purple, a color that
suggests a solemn mood and that is also used during Lent. Many churchesd and a growing number of churchesd
instead use blue, which symbolizes hope and is therefore appropriate for our hopeful waiting for Christ.

Regardless of the traditions involved in Advent observance, Advent comes to us four Sundays before Christmas day.

This year, that means that the fourth and final Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve. We will observe the fourth

Sunday of Advent at our regular 10:30 a.m. service the morning of December 24 and will celebrate Christmas at 5:00
p.m.

e | The Mission & Peacemaking Committee continues to work with our legislators to support ef-

f ;/MWS/F%SV forts for peacemaking in Israe_l gnd Palestine. We continue to pray for our mission co- _
iy -;?wé,! workers: Mark Adams and Mirian Maldonado Escobar at the US T Mexico Border, Bernie and
el “ | Farsi Adeney-Risakotta in Indonesia, Leith and Carol Fujii in Thailand and Claire Zuhosky in

Niger in our prayers.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering raised $895, $223.75 (25%) of which remains here for mission work in Las
Vegas. $550 was donated to the ministry of Carol and Leith Fujii. M&P has donated $200 to support the work of
Camino de Vida mission church in Al buquerquebés South

CROP Hunger WALK Las Vegas held Saturday, October 21, raised $5,829.68, $1,457.42 (25%) of which will be
given to the Samaritan House, the Las Vegas Community Soup Kitchen and Comedor de San Pascual Soup
Kitchen. Thanks to all who donated and participated.

The resolution to stand in solidarity with communities in New Mexico to welcome refugees has been revised once
again with consultation from the city attorney. It may be put on the agenda for the Las Vegas City Council in De-
cember with a request for reconsideration. Thanks to Carol and Bob Pearson for their tireless efforts on this.

As we look toward the Advent Season, M&P will once again sponsor raising funds for the gift of a village well fea-

tured in the PCUSA Giving Catalog. The cost of a we
the work supported by the Christmas Joy Offering, which includes racial-ethnic education at Menaul School in Al-

buquerque; Pan American Univ. in Kingsville, Tx.; and Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Ala.; and support of retired

church workers. As always we are grateful for the kindness and generosity of the congregation to support the

needy here and around the world.

As part of merger talks between the First Presbyterian Church and the Las Vegas Christian Church in

1967, 50 years ago, the churches formed joint committees on Christian education, pastoral relations, the

extended ministry (the 714 Coffee House) and other areas of interest. The Christian Education Com-

mittee met twice, but got bogged down on whose curriculum materials to use in united classes, if

for med. As reported, AThere was no | ack of gooc
really wanted the change.

--from Preparing the Way by J.A. Schufle
(A compilation of all t h2017)inkEhe cdder df theshistrickab w? 6 ar ti cl es (
events described is available in electronic form or hard copy from the church office.)
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# What 6s the Story? Some Budgets Stress
L@K Our churchds annual budget meeting on Decemb
Az Oun ?adget that emphasize the urgency and warmth of our efforts rather than discussing only the numbers.

The Stewardship Team of the Presbytery of Santa Fe recently took steps in the direction of storytel-
linginatri-f ol d brochure using mostly words to summarize tt
letter explained that the brochure is a narrative budget, an attempt to present a budget in a way that lets us see that we
are a part of an organization that changes |ives. Th
vides the budget into mission categories and shows through the narrative the level of benevolence needed to do each
mission. The underlying message of the cover letter was that maybe congregations should use a narrative approach to
describe their own budgets.

The Presbyterybds Story

OQur congregation supports the mission of the Presby
ment made on congregations to support the mission of
Mi ssion; 0 this year and next we are making a small
plus, a few individual members make their own donat:.
support of the Preshytery. As a congregation, we contribute more than $9,000 to the Presbytery i slightly less than 2%
of their budget. (We are one of 40 churches in the Presbytery.)

The money raised by the Presbytery goes 54% to fAGen
wi de; 28% to AEccl esi al Mi ssion, 0 supporting the wor
18% to AAdministrative Mission, o office and staff in

Our Churchés Story

This year our congregation has devoted the largest share of its resources (31%) to supporting the preaching and pas-
toral care provided by our clergy. The second largest share (29%) has gone to maintaining and operating the facilities
that house our worship and mission activities. The third share (14%) has supported the operation of our church office,
the nerve center of our activities. Even with these major expenses, we were still able to set aside a tenth of our giving
for mission.

Almost all our income comes through donations. This year, more than 90% came from unrestricted pledges. An
additional 4% came from pledges designated for particular purposes, such as the border ministry, building fund, world-
wide missions, and Presbyterian Women. Another 4% came from designated giving not related to our annual pledge
drive, such as donations to the programs at the Old Town Mission (JOT), memorials, and national offerings and other
programs of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Another Story

The Presbyterybés stories and our churchés stories a
For example, our Bible-Based Study for Adults and Youth recently completed discussion of the book Christians in an
Age of Wealtlby Craig L. Blomberg. The author identifies three types of stewardship that he demonstrates are strongly
supported by scripture: adequately supporting our ministers, funding mission and evangelism, and helping the poor.

He warns against what he sees as improper allocation of church resources for other things, particularly lavish houses
of worship. He considers going into debt to finance church buildings to be highly problematic, unless doing so is un-
avoidable. Even then, in his view, debt should be retired quickly.

He feels it is dangerous to overbur den -assenpiadssHeteals by
that a church should invest in a paid assistant pastor and/or use lay leadership to augment the leadership of a solo pastor
and keep the pastorbés workload to a manageable | evel

help train them, even to the extent of supporting their seminary training.
Blomberg feels churches should be faithful in their support of mission activities, not cutting back suddenly when the
budget gets tight. He says mission programs are best supported when they are home grown, have direct ties to members
of the church and target what the members are passionate about. He advises avoiding funding mission work that volun-
teers should do.
He insists that giving reflect Christian values and motives, emphasizing that governments and businesses do not always
give in a Christian way. He says there are even church-related missions that seem to operate little differently from po-
litical action groups.
I nterestingly, he says churches dilute their resour
have. 0 He recommends cooperating with other churche
ring church seekers to other churches who would better meet their needs.
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Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast:

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship

Fellowship Hour following the worship service

Sunday, December 24
10:30 a.m. - Morning Worship ™7
5:00 p.m.- Lessons & Carols

Communion is offered each Sunday from October 1
through Pentecost (May 20, 2018) and on the first
and third Sundays of each month from June through
September. We do not celebrate Communion on the
fifth Sunday of a month due to the addition of the
Healing Liturgy to the service.

Samaritan House Food Donations
For DECEMBER
Canned Meats (Tuna, Chicken, Stew)

DECEMBER Birthdays
3rd Karlyne Martinez
Peter Linder
bl 4th Diego Truijillo
4 ‘-‘fw. 1 Denice Pandorf
(}1% Vg | (5 Gay Veit Deep and Wide

QBirtﬁ(fg]J . ig;: ggﬂrl‘\iﬂeawésjmo A Contemplative Service at the Old Town Mission
! 170 Harper Geng 5:15 p.m. T 6:15 p.m. on second and fourth Tuesdays
20th  Douglas Baskett at the Old Town Mission.
Betty Kretz
21st  Stella Pino This is an ecumenical gathering open to all,
23d  Juli Salman sponsored by FUPC.
24t Richard Lindeborg
26" Corky Halverson Questions? Call D.R. Palmer 303-775-7259

27t Wamoth Spicer
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